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to the karmic web, and the action in the thought-world
is added to that in the acting and feeling worlds. Hence
though a powerful factor is added to the reaction, the law
is working on the same lines.
Applying this law in the realms of mind and morals,
man shapes his future and becomes master of his destiny.
Q. How does a man become master of his own destiny ?
Ans. There are three subsidiary laws under the general
Law of Karma, and a knowledge of the method of their
application is necessary to shape one's future. The three
threads of the cord of fate are :
1. Thought builds character.
2. Desire makes opportunities and attracts objects.
3. Action makes environments.
(3. Taking the first thread of the cord of fate, how does
thought build character ?
Ans. Character in man is the totality of his mental and
moral qualities. Man means ( Thinker/ and the connection
of thought and character is recognised in the Scriptures
of all nations. An Indian Scripture declares: <( Man is
created by thought; as a man thinks, so he becomes fv;
while in the Bible we read: £c As a man thinks, so is
he " ; and again : ({ He that looketh upon a woman to lust
after her, hath committed adultery already with her in his
heart" ; and " He that hateth his brother is a murderer ".
The rationale of these facts is that when the mind dwells
on a particular thought, a definite rate of vibration in
matter is set up, and the oftener this vibration is caused,
the more does it tend to repeat itself in the matter of
the mental body automatically till it becomes a habit, as
explained in Chapter VII.
To create a habit of thought a man should choose a
desirable quality—a virtue, an emotion—and then think

